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Why Flying Boats?

The flying boats were designed because originally
there were very few long runways that could handle
a large airliner. The flying boat overcame this
handicap neatly with ready-made water runways
available all over the world.

Why a Supply Ship?

Pan American Airways (Pan Am) leased the S.S. North Haven
to establish flying boat bases on remote Pacific atolls. The
great flying boats did not have sufficient range to reach the
distant Pacific destinations and needed places to refuel and
refit.
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The Espionage War

Japanese intelligence was very interested in the
Pan Am Flying Boats. They were the most advanced
aircraft of their time and could be compared to to-
day's Space Shuttle. The men who flew them were held
in the same esteem as the modern day astronauts.

Japan was at war with China and the Clippers
represented a clear physical as well as a symbolic
threat. The United States provided the majority of
China’s support and the Clippers cut weeks off the
supply lines. Imperial Japan wanted Pan American and
the China Clipperin particular to fail.
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